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pride for the safety of the world.    The middle course,
the toying with the League idea, is not only cowardly,
it is  futile.    We   have  entirely  to  revolutionize  our
old conception of sovereignty, if we are to make our
social theory consonant with the new social relations.
But organizations such as the League need the right
spirit behind them, and this spirit should be encouraged
to make its own machinery within the League.    The
federation of society into an ordered and peaceable unit
will be all the more easily accomplished if there are
many international associations of an unofficial type
continally  bringing  the  various  nationals into  sym-
pathy and co-operation.    In the same way, if Christi-
anity cannot organize  on international lines it is so
much  the  worse   both  for  Christianity  and  society.
Social theory has  progressed  beyond the static con-
ception of a single territorial unit ;  where two or three
are gathered together in spirit as well as in place, in
purpose as well as in residence, there is a form of com-
munity.    Society is  a network of these communities
in theory, and it is our task to see that it becomes a net-
work in practice.    The agony and shame of war cannot
leave political ideas untouched.    In practice we have
learned that social co-operation is essential to life :  the
new philosophy of society must transcend the narrow
idealism of the sovereign State and be responsive to the
innumerable aspects of community.
Within the frontiers of the State a similar recon-
struction of ideas is necessary. Before the wax,
criticism had been sapping the foundations of the
Hegelian theory. This criticism took many forms.
On the one hand, Professor Maitland had derived from
German juristic speculation the notion of group-per-
sonality, and his introduction to Gierke's Political
Theories of the Middle Age has been recognized as a